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SUBJECT: MORNING SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT REPORTS 

1 . MOLINA UNDERSCORES GUATEMALA'S STAND ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
REPORT 

AS HE DEPARTED FOR WASHINGTON MARCH 13, FOREIGN MINISTER 
MOLINA TOLD AMBASSADOR BOSTER HE DID NOT THINK THAT GUATE- 
MALA WOULD RELEASE THE TEXT OF ITS NOTE REJECTING MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE LINKED TO HUMAN RIGHTS UNLESS THE US REPORT ON 
GUATEMALA WERE PUBLISHED. MOLINA SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 056063 

THE MOTIVES BEHIND THE REPORT WERE NOBLE, BUT GUATEMALA HAD 
NO CHOICE BUT TO RESPOND AS IT DID AND TO STAND BY THE PRIN 
CIPLE THAT IT WAS UNACCEPTABLE FOR ANY GOVERNMENT TO PASS 
JUDGMENT ON GUATEMALA'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. SUCH QUESTIONS 
SHOULD BE PURSUED THROUGH "MULTILATERAL AND NOT UNILATERAL 
CHANNELS." 
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ACCORDING TO THE AMBASSADOR, MOLINA WAS CHARACTERISTICALLY 
FRIENDLY THROUGHOUT THE CONVERSATION, TREATING THE ISSUE 
ESSENTIALLY AS AN UNFORTUNATE DEVELOPMENT BETWEEN TWO GOOD 
FRIENDS. HE REPEATED HIS APPRECIATION OF THE FACT THAT 
SECRETARY VANCE IS TAKING THE TIME TO RECEIVE HIM SO SOON 
AFTER TAKING OFFICE. (CONFIDENTIAL) GUATEMALA 1585, 3/13.) 

2. REPORT FROM KAMPALA: NOT TO WORRY 

WEST GERMAN AMBASSADOR ELLERKMANN REPORTS FROM KAMPALA THAT 
THE US SHOULD NOT BE ALARMED BY PRESS REPORTS THAT UGANDA 
INTENDS TO INCREASE SURVEILLANCE OF BRITISH AND AMERICAN 
CITIZENS THERE. AMIN FREQUENTLY REQUESTS SURVEILLANCE OF 
FOREIGNERS WHEN HE IS ANGRY AT THE WESTERN PRESS, AND HE 
NOW FEELS CHEATED BECAUSE HIS INTERVIEW CAMPAIGN OVER THE 
PAST FEW WEEKS FAILED TO CONVINCE JOURNALISTS OF HIS INNO- 
CENCE. AMBASSADOR ELLERKMANN URGES THE US TO REMAIN CALM 
AND MAKE NO ANNOUNCEMENTS THAT MIGHT ESCALATE THE MATTER. 
(CONFIDENTIAL) BONN 4459, 3/13.) 

3. LAOS 

A. PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION ANNOUNCED 

RADIO VIENTIANE BROADCAST MARCH 12 A COMMUNIQUE ON THE 
VISIT OF THE PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION. MFA CHEF DE CABINET 
SOUBAN SITHIRAT TOLD EMBASSY VIENTIANE THE COMMUNIQUE 
NOTED THE "CONTINUING HOSTILE ATTITUDE" OF THE US BUT EX- 
PRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE VISIT WOULD HELP CHANGE THAT 
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ATTITUDE AND IMPROVE RELATIONS. 

B. ROYAL FAMILY ARRESTED 

EMBASSY VIENTIANE CONFIRMS NEWS REPORTS THAT FORMER KING 
SAVANG VATTHANA, FORMER CROWN PRINCE VONG SAVANG AND OTHER 
MEMBERS OF THE DEPOSED ROYAL FAMILY HAVE BEEN ARRESTED BY 
THE LAO GOVERNMENT FOR ALLEGED RESISTANCE ACTIVITIES. ONE 
SOURCE TOLD THE EMBASSY THE KING HAD BEEN IMPLICATED BY 
RESISTANCE ELEMENTS CAPTURED IN SAYABOURY PROVINCE. THE 
KING WAS TAKEN FROM THE FORMER ROYAL CAPITAL OF LUANG 
PRABANG TO VIENGSAY ON THE VIETNAMESE BORDER, HEADQUARTERS 
OF THE PATHET LAO. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) VIENTIANE 501 
AND (CONFIDENTIAL) VIENTIANE 502, 3/12.) 

4. EL SALVADOR: THE REGIME CRACKS DOWN 

EMBASSY SAN SALVADOR REPORTS THERE ARE INCREASING INDICA- 
TIONS THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS DECIDED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
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THE TEMPORARY STATE OF SIEGE, IMPOSED AFTER LAST MONTH S 
ELECTIONS, TO DEAL WITH ITS POLITICAL OPPONENTS. SECURITY 
AND POLICE FORCES HAVE APPARENTLY BEEN GIVEN FREE REIN TO 
HARASS, INTIMIDATE, OR OTHERWISE NEUTRALIZE ALL POTENTIAL 
"ENEMIES OF THE REGIME.- MANY OF THESE REPRESSIVE ACTS 
HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT IN THE OPEN, AS THOUGH THE GOVERNMENT 
WANTED TO UNDERSCORE ITS POINT. THE EMBASSY CITES: 

-THE MARCH 4 CLOSURE OF THE COUNTRY'S ONLY LEFTIST 
NEWSPAPER; 

-THE DISAPPEARANCE OR KIDNAPPING OF CRITICS OF THE 
REGIME; AND 

-HOUSE SEARCHES AND INTIMIDATION OF FAMILY MEMBERS OF 
OPPOSITION POLITICAL LEADERS. 
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EMBASSY COMMENT: THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT A SELECTIVE PURGE 
IS IN PROGRESS AND THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS INVOLVED AT A 
HIGH LEVEL. THE QUESTION IS WHO ORDERED IT AND HOW FAR IT 
WILL GO. TWO POSSIBLE VERSIONS: 

-THE CAMPAIGN IS THE RESULT OF SECURITY SERVICE 
"ZEAL" FOLLOWING THE FEBRUARY 28 DISTURBANCES. 

-PRESIDENT-ELECT ROMERO IS ATTEMPTING TO ELIMINATE 
THE OPPOSITION BEFORE HIS INAUGURATION AND DOESN'T 
MIND PUTTING THE RESPONSIBILITY ON INCUMBENT PRESI- 
DENT MOLINA. (CONFIDENTIAL) SAN SALVADOR 1206, 3/13.) 
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